
April 4, 2017 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All Commissioners were 

present.   

Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Redland made a motion 

to approve the agenda with additions, Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 16th meeting as submitted.  Commissioner 

Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson provided the board with an update of all the activities that have transpired in the office since the 

last county board meeting.  Donna also gave the board an update on an incident that occurred at the Wimmer Homes with 

regard to a furnace that caused an issue with carbon monoxide for a tenant.  She noted that she had that particular furnace 

replaced and requested that the county consider replacing the wall furnaces in all of the units that have not had a furnace 

replacement in the past, as they are well over 50 years old and the representative from Minnesota Energy Resources stated 

that based on their age, and the crack involved with this unit, they would probably all start failing.  After some discussion, 

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve getting quotes for replacement of the furnaces at the Wimmer Cabins.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   Commissioners asked that Donna contact all heating 

vendors within the county for proposals.   

Jerilyn Swenson, Jill Murray and John Rosenberger, representing the IT Committee entered the meeting with Jerilyn 

updating the board on the fact that the State of Minnesota has been providing spam filtering for the T-1 line in the county 

at a cost of $109.00 per month which they have notified the county they will be discontinuing this service as of June 30, 

2017.  The IT Committee has researched and also met with Morris Electronics, who provide our IT services.  Jerilyn 

presented the board with three options the committee has researched and noted that the committee recommended going 

with Option 1 as presented, the Barracuda E-mail Security Gateway 300 -  E-mail security appliance – with 3 years Energize 

Updates at a total cost of $4,513.50.  After discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to proceed with Option 

1 as presented for the Barracuda E-mail Security.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson next presented the board with information from the Monsanto Company stating that Jennifer 

Spielman, a local grower from Twin Valley, was the Norman County winning farmer in this year’s America’s Farmers Grow 

Communities campaign and she has selected the Norman County K-9 Unit to receive a grant of $2500 from the Monsanto 

Fund.  Ms. Hanson asked the board to accept the donation and also to give her permission to sign the agreement with 

Monsanto on behalf of the Norman County K-9 Unit.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to accept the Monsanto 

America’s Farmers Grow Communities grant and to allow Auditor-Treasurer Hanson to sign the agreement on the county’s 

behalf.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  The county commissioners expressed their thanks 

to Jennifer Spielman for selecting the K-9 Unit as the recipient of her grant.   

Commissioner Jacobson then brought forward the question of whether or not the county has a vehicle policy, stating that 

he feels the county needs to have a policy.  After considerable discussion Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 

form a committee to research county policy on vehicles.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.  Commissioners Jacobson and Redland volunteered to serve on this committee.   

After a short break, Jerilyn Swenson, Highway Engineer, presented the first item on her agenda which was requesting 

approval to go under contract with Knife River Materials for this year’s paving projects of SAP 054-619-032, SAP 054-625-

021, SAP 054-628-005, and SAP 054-631-013.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the contract with Knife 

River Materials for the first bid letting for paving projects.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted 

in favor.   

The second item on Ms. Swenson’s agenda was the final payment request on federalized projects SP 054-070-003, SP 054-

070-007, SP 054-070-008, SAP 54-618-015, SAP 54-632-004, SAP 54-639-038, SAP 54-645-002 for 2016 paving to Knife River 

Materials.   Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the final payment on the federalized 2016 projects in the 

amount of $109,609.14.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Next on Jerilyn’s agenda was the request of approving the final payment on SAP-54-634-016, SAP 54-635-003, SAP 54-642-

003 and SAP 54-663-001 in the amount of $54,639.46 to Knife River Materials.  Commissioner Hall made a motion 

authorizing final payment for the aforementioned 2016 projects.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

Bob Ramstad, Supervisor of Highway Infrastructure, presented information regarding motor grader purchase and discussion 

ensued.  Bob noted that there are 14,400 hours on the machine they will either trade in or sell on the on-line auction, 

whichever brings the higher return.  Bob noted that he would recommend purchasing the 2017 John Deere 770GP grader.  

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve purchase of the 2017 John Deere 770GP motor grader.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Engineer Swenson then brought before the board an application for maintenance work on County Ditch 75.  This was a new 

application only requesting cleaning the ditch south of County road 151, for approximately ½ mile, as they were not looking 



for improving the ditch which would bring it under watershed jurisdiction.  The application was signed by Daryl Chisholm, 

Garrett Chisholm, Matthew Chisholm and Mark Chisholm.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve cleaning 

CD #75 south of CR 151 for approximately ½ mile.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Another item on Ms. Swenson’s agenda was that she had advertised for spraying of county road right-of-way as well as 

areas of the Agassiz trail.  After considering the bids submitted, Ms. Swenson recommended contracting with L & M Road 

Services LLC of Ulen, MN.  After a number of questions posed by commissioners, Commissioner Hall made a motion to 

approve a contract with L & M Road Services LLC of Ulen.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.   

Jerilyn then brought up the subject of hiring seasonal help for the summer, stating that she had been advertising for three 

weeks with very minimal response.  She requested raising the wage offered for seasonal help from $10.00 per hour to 

$12.00 per hour in an effort to receive more viable applications.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a 

motion to raise the seasonal employment rate for the Highway Department positions at $12.00 per hour starting wage, 

with the opportunity to offer returning workers up to $14.00 per hour.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and 

on vote this unanimously carried.   

Kari Aanenson, County Recorder, updated the board on her meeting with the Staffing Committee, stating that the Staffing 

Committee recommended allowing a part-time position of 24 hours per week.  Ms. Aanenson repeatedly stressed that she 

would prefer to hire a full-time position due to the duties required in the office and the fact that a full-time employee had 

retired.  After further discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to allow the County Recorder to advertise for 

part-time help of 24 hours per week.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Bommersbach brought forth the question of forming a small committee to meet and discuss the information 

received from Tri County Community Corrections to work toward getting the jail reopened.  He suggested Attorney Brue, 

Sheriff Thornton, Commissioner Jacobson, and himself, as both he and Commissioner Jacobson serve on the Corrections 

Board.  The board agreed this would be a good idea and they will be looking at dates for a meeting.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson brought forth a response from Minnesota Counties Intergovernmental Trust regarding liability 

issues for the use of the property in Section 30 of Fossum township by the scouts.  After some discussion, the consensus of 

the board would be to ask the scouts to sign a “Hold Harmless Agreement” with the county.  Attorney Brue will look into 

drafting such an agreement.   

Attorney Brue updated the board regarding the land purchase for the proposed Highway Department building, stating that 

he had received several documents from the County Recorder in reference to when the City of Ada received the land 

through eminent domain.   

Duane Erickson, Norman County landowner, approached the board regarding the Agassiz Recreational Trail.  He asks that 

the board not spend tax dollars to survey the trail to establish property boundaries, but to sit down with landowners and 

work things out through compromise to come to a solution.   

Next on the agenda was discussion regarding the Social Service Director contract that was signed on March 7th.  When this 

was presented by Kristi Nelson, Social Service Director, it was presented as a one year contract, however, when the Auditor-

Treasurer went to file it she discovered it was a three year contract.  Donna asked if the board was okay with it being a 

three year contract, or if they wanted a one year contract.  Consensus of the board was that a three year contract was okay, 

so Ms. Hanson suggested amending the minutes of the March 7th meeting to reflect a three year contract.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to amend the minutes of the March 7th meeting regarding the Social Service Director 

contract to a three year contract.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on vote the motion was unanimously 

carried.   

Sarah Kjono, Public Health Director,  entered the meeting and brought forward a request to approve the Norman-

Mahnomen Public Health proposal to put the Mahnomen Office on the Norman County phone system, stating that she felt 

it would be cost efficient, as well as much more efficient for her office use.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to 

approve NMPH proposal to put the Mahnomen County Office on the Norman County phone system.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Ms. Kjono also updated the board on the Opioid Forum which has been set for Wednesday, April 26th, at the Ada-Borup 

High School from 6:30 to 8:30 pm.  Sarah encouraged everyone to attend as she feels it will be very informational.   

Sarah then brought forth the School Nurse Contracts for the 2017-2018 school year, stating that the schools contract with 

public health to coordinate school health services, and she has two nurses who are licensed by the Minnesota Board of 

Education.  Ms. Kjono presented contracts for Mahnomen, Ada-Borup, Norman County West and Norman County East 

Schools.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the school contracts as presented for the 2017-2018 school 

year.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman Gunderson signed the contracts.   

Ms. Kjono also noted that she had a local UND student approach her regarding an unpaid internship position for the 

summer.   The student is working on a dietetics degree at UND.   Sarah was excited about having the extra staffing with no 

cost to the county while helping the individual with her college degree.   



Sarah also shared the County Health Rankings that came out last week and noted that Mahnomen County rank 87 of 87 

with Norman County fairing a little better at 82 of 87.  Sarah shared a little insight into what goes into the rankings and 

much discussion ensued.   

Ms. Kjono also shared that April 3rd to 9th is Public Health Week and she noted that they were hosting an open house in the 

Ada office from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. today, April 4th, and from 2:00 to 4:00 pm on Wednesday, April 5th in Mahnomen.   

Garry Johannson, Environmental Service Officer, then entered the meeting and noted the Planning Commission had met on 

March 27th to hold a public hearing regarding the approval of three conditional use permits.  The first of these conditional 

use permits was on behalf of Scott & Clara Mangum of Little Rock, Arkansas, to build a home on parcel 12-5358000 in 

Section 30 of Lee Township.   After some discussion regarding the conditions stipulated in the conditional use permit, 

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve Conditional Use Permit 50-44 for Scott & Clara Mangum.  Commissioner 

Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The second of the conditional use permits was on behalf of Knife River Materials of Bemidji, MN, to open and operate an 

aggregate mining operation, aggregate washing plant, and operation of a hot mix asphalt plant on a 140 acre parcel (35 

acres to be mined) on a temporary basis and be granted for a 3 year period, being part of parcel 04-2197000 and 04-

2198000 in Section 24 of Fossum Township and a portion of Section 19 of Pembina Township of Mahnomen County, 

property owned by Allan Peterson.   Steff Basgaard, Knife River Materials shared information regarding their operations 

plan.  Theresa Olson, NW Assistant Regional Manager, DNR, Division of Ecological & Water Resources from the Bemidji 

Office of the Department of Natural Resources and Janell Miersch, DNR Area Hydrologist, presented information regarding 

potential impacts to calcareous fens which are a rare groundwater dependent wetland type protected by state law and 

placed under DNR jurisdiction.  The proposed project would be approximately ½ mile, 1 mile and 1 ½ miles from three 

known calcareous fens and the proposal indicates they propose to mine 20 feet below the surface.  The mining operation 

could impact groundwater resources and every effort should be made to ensure that gravel mining does not go into the 

groundwater aquifer as mining into groundwater aquifer elevation could have potential effects to the calcareous fens in the 

area.  Much discussion ensued regarding whether an Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) would be needed and to 

what level below the surface they would be mining.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the conditional use 

permit for Knife River Materials, #50-43, with conditions attached and contingency that an EAW determination be made 

with DNR representatives.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The third of the conditional use permits was on behalf of Central Specialties of Alexandria, MN, to open and operate an 

aggregate mining operation, aggregate washing plant operation of a hot mix asphalt plant on an 80 acre parcel (39 acres 

will be mined) on a temporary basis and be ranted for a 5 year period; being a portion of Parcel 04-2196000 in Fossum 

Township owned by Minnerath Investments, Inc.  After additional discussion with DNR representatives regarding the 

calcareous fens in the area and steps to protect them, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Conditional 

Use Permit for Central Specialties, #50-45, with conditions attached and contingency that an EAW determination be made 

with DNR representatives.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Due to time constraints with Garry Johannson having an additional meeting at 1:00 p.m. regarding the demolition landfill, it 

was felt necessary to reschedule the employee evaluation for Mr. Johannson to a later date.   

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the payment of bills as presented:   

     Road & Bridge - $85,191.17  Revenue - $48,521.80  Solid Waste - $18,097.06 

     Public Health - $1,509.69  County Homes - $1,392.96  TOTAL - $154,712.68 

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.       

There being no further items on the agenda, Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 12:32 p.m.  

 

 

________________________________________   _______________________________________ 

Marvin Gunderson, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 

 


